Having directed attention to the fact that counter-irritation over tfte site of the sciatic nerve, which had been carried out previous to the admission of the patient into Hospital, had proved ineffectual, he determined to treat the spinal tenderness in the first instance, and if this failed, to give the patient a course of iodide of potassium in case the sciatica might be syphilitic in its nature. Accordingly, six leeches were applied on two occasions over the seat of the spinal tenderness. The first application diminished the tenderness, while the second removed it almost entirely and diminished the sciatic pain. A few days afterwards a flyblister was applied in the same situation, and by the time it had healed both the sciatic and the spinal pain had completely disappeared.
The patient was dismissed cured on the 14th of March.
